SEND policy
Schedule for Development / Monitoring / Review
This SEND policy was approved by the Governing Body on:
The implementation of this SEND policy will be monitored by
the:

SLT, SENCO, SEND Governor

Monitoring will take place at regular intervals:

At least annually

The Governing Body will receive a report on the
implementation of the SEND policy generated by the
monitoring group at regular intervals:

At least annually

The SEND Policy will be reviewed annually, or more regularly
in the light of any significant new developments or legalisation.
The next anticipated review date will be:

October 2019

Compliance
This policy complies with the statutory requirement laid out in the SEND Code of Practice 0 – 25
(September 2015) 3.65 and has been written with reference to the following guidance and documents:
 Equality Act 2010: advice for schools DfE Feb 2013
 SEND Code of Practice 0 – 25 (September 2015)
 Statutory Guidance on Supporting pupils at school with medical conditions April 2014
 The National Curriculum in England Key Stage 1 and 2 framework document Sept 2013
 Safeguarding Policy
 Accessibility Plan
 Teachers Standards 2012
 This policy was created by the school’s SENCOs with the SEND Governor in liaison with the SLT, all
staff and parents of pupils with SEND.
Germander Park School’s Special Educational Needs Coordinator (SENCo) is Miss Claire Williams.
She holds the National award for SEN (NASENCo award).
If you have an SEND issues Miss Williams can be contacted via the school office on 01908 674620 or
Claire.williams@germanderpark.com
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Introduction
The staff at Germander Park School believes in meeting the needs of all children
regardless of age, gender, ethnicity and ability. The aim of this policy is to ensure that those
children, who have special educational needs as distinct from the majority, will have their needs
met. In order to achieve this aim the staff will provide a consistent approach to identifying,
meeting and monitoring the needs of these children throughout the school. Germander Park
School staff believes that everyone should help in meeting those needs and therefore all staff,
including non- teaching staff, should be integral to the formulation and implementation of the
policy and training. The governing board will ensure that appropriate provision is made for all
pupils with SEND.

Principles which underpin this policy
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Each child is entitled to be given access to a broad, balanced and relevant education.
Children are entitled to quality first teaching that is fully inclusive.
Children with special educational needs or disabilities should be fully integrated into the
life of the school. Withdrawal may be appropriate to address some learning needs but
care should be taken to ensure the child remains a fully integrated member of the class
and withdrawal should be the exception rather than the rule.
Teaching strategies and assessment should be responsive to different learning styles,
attainments and interests, to facilitate meaningful and effective learning for all pupils. A
wide variety of provision in task, materials, groupings and teaching style is necessary to
meet the wide variety of need.
Thoughtful, negotiated and sympathetic assessment and testing should be used to the
benefit of all pupils.
Provision should be based on the assessment of need.
Opportunities to make progress and notable achievement can be made by all pupils and
these should be recognized, shared, celebrated and recorded.
All teachers in the school are teachers of pupils with special educational needs or
disabilities and bring to their teaching their own strengths and experience.
All staff should be supported in the delivery of the educational entitlement for children with
special needs or disabilities.
Independence and self-advocacy, respect for others and the development and
maintenance of self-esteem are integral to that entitlement.
Age, race, gender, creed or individual needs should not constrain educational entitlement.
The school should liaise closely with external agencies and support groups.
Children and parents should be involved at all times with the delivery and monitoring of
individual programs.
The governing board should be involved in the maintenance and development of special
need or disabilities initiatives.

Aims and Objectives of this policy











To reach high levels of achievement for all
To be an inclusive school
To ensure the identification of all pupils requiring SEND provision as early as possible in
their school career
To meet individual needs through a wide range of provision
To attain high levels of satisfaction and participation from pupils, parent and carers
To share a common vision and understanding with all stakeholders
To give transparent resourcing to SEND
To provide curriculum access for all
To work towards inclusion in partnership with other agencies and schools
To achieve a level of staff expertise to meet pupil need

We recognise that many pupils will have special needs at some time during their school life. In
implementing this policy, we believe pupils will be helped to overcome their difficulties and to
foster an enthusiasm for life-long learning while developing a lively enquiring mind.

Identifying SEND needs
We accept the principle that pupils needs should be identified and met as early as possible.
There are four areas of need as stated in the SEND Code of Practice, 2014
 Communication and Interaction (C&I)
 Cognition and learning (C&L)
 Social Emotional and Mental Health difficulties (SEMH)
 Sensory and/or Physical. (S/P)
Whilst these four areas broadly identify the primary need of a pupil we also consider the needs
of the whole child, which may also impact on a pupil’s progress
 Disability
 Attendance and punctuality
 Health and welfare
 English as an additional language (EAL)
 Being in receipt of the Pupil Premium. (PP)
 Being a Looked After Child (CLA)
 Being a child of a service woman/man.

At Germander Park School children are identified as
having SEND through a variety of ways including:


3

Liaison with your child’s previous school /early years setting



Concerns raised by parents/carers



Concerns raised by your child’s class teacher or school SENCO



Liaison with external professional (eg speech and language therapist)



A medical diagnosis – a diagnosis may not mean that a child has a SEND need but still
has rights under the Disability Act and will be monitored by the SENCO.



Children who have an EHC plan in place will already have had their needs clearly
identified.



Ongoing assessment of academic ability throughout the year.

How does Germander Park know if children need
extra help?
Ongoing monitoring takes place by class teachers to identify pupils who are not making progress
or who have emotional, social or mental health needs which are affecting their ability to engage
in learning activities.
After discussions with key staff and parents, if appropriate, additional support will be put into
place to provide enhanced resources, targeted small group and / or individual support to help
overcome any difficulties.
The views of the pupils about their support will be given consideration at this stage.

What should a parent / carer do if they think their
child may have special educational needs or a
disability (SEND)?


Please initially contact the class teacher



If you feel your concerns are not being addressed then contact the school SENCO (Miss
Claire Williams)



If your concerns are still not being addressed then please contact Mrs Verity Stobart the
Head Teacher

How will Germander Park support a child who has
been identified as having special education needs or
a disability?
Quality first teaching is in place in all classes for all pupils to access the curriculum. Teachers
are well skilled at adapting teaching to meet the diverse range of needs in each class. Daily
planning takes into account individual pupil’s needs and requirements.
Differentiation is approached in a range of ways to support access and ensure that all pupils can
experience both success and challenge in their learning.
Grouping arrangements are organised flexibly with opportunities for both ability and mixed
groups to maximize learning opportunities for all. Additional adults are used flexibly to help
groups and individual pupils develop independent learning skills.
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Monitoring takes places to avoid pupils becoming over reliant and dependent on
1-1 adult support.


In all year groups children will have access to learning and the curriculum
through individual plans tailored to the child’s need or through access to
learning support staff.



Regular intervention programmes are available in all classes to support children to make
progress with their learning.



Class teachers organise and plan for intervention with support from the SENCO or
outside agencies as required.



Provision maps document the support in place across the school.



Nurture style small class provision

Medical support


Most medicines will be administered following Germander Park policy



Where more specialist medicines or care are required this will be provided where
possible. This will depend on having available and trained staff. A Health care plan will be
agreed between the medical professionals, parents and school staff. Where appropriate
the child’s views will also be obtained.

Planning, assessment, evaluation and next steps are
always agreed through


Regular reviews with parents and gaining the views of the pupils



Where applicable an Education Health care plan



Pupil progress assessed and reviewed half termly with senior leaders



Clear support plans for pupils who have needs but don’t have specific targets from other
agencies



All lessons and homework differentiated to take account of individual needs



Provision map available in school showing all the provision in each year group

How will Germander Park and the parent know how
well the child is doing and how will Germander Park
help the parents to support their child’s learning?
Additional support is documented in a provision map. In consultation with the SENCO and
parents, short term targets are agreed which priorities key areas of learning to address and by
which progress can be measured. Where external agencies are involved, their advice and
recommendations are included in these support plans. Actions agreed take into account each
pupil’s strengths as well as their difficulties.
In some cases support from a teaching assistant may be allocated. This support is deployed to
ensure that children can engage in lessons and wider school activities and to facilitate
independent learning to support transition to junior school.
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Formal review meetings are held at least termly. Parents, relevant external
agencies and when appropriate, pupils are invited to this review and their
contribution is valued. The impact of support offered in considered along with the
progress towards targets set. Support arrangements will be updated and revised
accordingly. If not involved already, this might include referral to external agencies. The
outcomes of these meetings will be formally recorded. If a child is continuing to have significant
difficulties, further external expertise may be requested.

Tests and examinations: Access Arrangements
For some pupils additional arrangements and adjustments can be made to enable them to fully
access a range of tests. This might include additional time, rest breaks or the use of a scribe, a
reader or a word processor. The head teacher or SENCO will inform parents about eligibility and
applications for these arrangements. Only tests and assessors authorised by Germander Park
and recognised by JCQ (Joint Council for Qualifications) can be accepted for access
arrangements for public examinations.

Parental involvement
We value parents as partners in their child’s learning journey. All parents are encouraged to
contribute to their child’s education. This may be through;
 Parents evening discussions and review meetings


Helping to develop a child One Page Profile



Attending courses, training or information events at school or outside of school. Where
appropriate Germander Park will help parents find training and events.

When specialist services and expertise are available
at or accessed by Germander Park
Germander Park works with a number of external agencies to seek advice and support to ensure
that the needs of all children are fully understood and met. Germander Park fosters liaison and
communication with professionals and parents; it attends all meetings and prepares all reports.
Germander Park organises:
 Regular meetings as required
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Meetings with the SENCO – meetings can be booked through Germander Park at any
time if there are any concerns



Referrals to outside agencies as required following internal and LA systems



Speech and Language therapy for specific individual pupils



Educational Psychologist visits



Specialist teacher visits



EMA Network (Ethnic Minority Achievement Network) visits



Communication with Medical Professionals – requesting advice as needed from school
nurses, health visitors, doctors, hospitals and specialists.



Liaison with (CFP) Children and Families Practice MK



Liaison with (CSC) Children’s Social Care

Liaison with onsite Children’s Centre

Milton Keynes SENDIAS
Civic offices
1 Saxon Gate East
CMK
MK9 3EJ

The Service offers impartial information, advice, guidance
and support to the parents / carers of a child (aged 0-19)
with an identified special education need, or where there is
a concern that there may be a special educational need.

01908 254518

Advice line- 9.30am – 4.30pm Monday to Friday. A
reduced service is offered during the school holidays.

Education Professional
responsible for children who are
looked after;

The Milton Keynes Virtual school oversees and monitors
provision for children who are in the care of the local
authority.

School contact:
Mrs Verity Stobart

What training are the staff having or going to have to
support children with special educational needs and
disabilities?
Our SENCO actively engages with local opportunities to share best practice and keep abreast of
current local and national initiatives and policy to support pupils with SEND.
Milton Keynes has Special School provision which schools can go to for advice to review,
evaluate and develop provision for pupils who have the most complex needs.
An ongoing programme of training is in place to ensure that teachers and support staff have
appropriate skills and knowledge in areas that will improve their teaching and support of children
with SEND.

How are Germander Park’s resources allocated and
matched to the child’s special educational needs and
disabilities?
Currently mainstream schools have funding delegated to their budgets for special educational
needs.
Mainstream schools contribute up to the first £6000 (approx. 13 ¼ hours of TA support) for each
pupil on the SEN stage of the Code of Practice. Top-up funding can be provided for children
whose high needs cost more than £6000. To access this funding schools have to show clearly
the provision they have in place using their delegation resources. This will be evident from
Germander Park provision management, pupils’ achievement of targets and progress. Funding
will relate to the severity of need.
Germander Park SEND budget is used to provide additional support or resources to support the
needs of children.
This can be
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Providing specialist equipment to support a need e.g. a writing slope or exercise books using
buff or cream paper to reduce glare of visual distortion


Providing additional intervention programmes to help a child learn and progress



Providing a Teaching Assistant to support small group learning



Providing a Teaching Assistant for 1-1 support



Providing nurture style provision within school

Who can a parent / carer contact for further
information at school?
Please initially contact the class teacher or SENCO. If you need further help you can contact
Mrs Verity Stobart – Head Teacher
Mrs Lisa Lever – SEND Governor
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